Oxford and its Story

Brewer Street the arch of Slaying Lane Well is just
visible, once described as *'under the wall."

The south gate spanned S. Aldate's, close to the
south-west corner of Christ Church ; Little Gate was
at the end of Brewer Street, and the west gate was in
Castle Street, beyond the old Church of S. Peter-le-
Bailly. From the south gate faint traces in "The
Friars" indicate its course, and the indications are
clear enough by New Inn Hall Street, Ship Inn
Yard, and Bullock's Alley. Cornmarket Street was
crossed by S. Michael's Church, where stood the
north gate. The gate house of the north gate was
used as the town prison. It rejoiced in the name of
Bocardo, jestingly so called from a figure in logic;
for a man once committed to that form of syllogism
could not expect to extricate himself save by special
processes.

Old bastions and the line of the ditch are found
behind the houses opposite Balliol College. The site
of Balliol College was then an open space, and Broad
Street was Canditch. This name was derived by
Wood from Candida Fossa, a ditch with a clear stream
running along it. Wood's etymology is not convinc-
ing. Mr Hurst has suggested a more likely derivation
in Camp Ditch. As a street name it reached from
the angle of Balliol to Smith Gate. An indication
of the old fosse, filled up, is to be found in the broad
gravel walk north of the wall near New College.

From Bocardo the wall ran towards the Shcldonian
Theatre. The outer line of the passage between
Exeter Chapel and the house to the north of it was
the line of the south face of the old city wall* A
bastion was laid bare in 1852 in the north quad of
Exeter. The wall passed in a diagonal line across
the quadrangle south of the Clarendon Building,
turned northwards in Cats* Street, and ran up to the
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